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For Nico Georis, music is a lot like nature: you may actively confront it, or just let yourself channel
it. Music Belongs To The Universe, his latest offering, released today on Leaving Records, is a
searching collection of improvisatory, open-ended piano and keyboard experimentation. Threading the
line between pastoral melody and inhuman minimalism, it rings out and warbles, crafting sounds as
spacious as the landscapes from which it was conjured.

Recorded between 2021 and 2023, Music Belongs To The Universe is the latest foray in a search for
music as crystalline as the desert skies that Georis began in 2020, when he first moved out to a
remote town outside of Death Valley. Here, he restored what became his studio, Granny’s Dancehall,
communing with the elements on 2023’s Cloud Suites and 2022’s Desert Mirror, which, along
with Music Belongs To The Universe, present as a triptych of desert meditations.
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Music Belongs To The Universe, in fact, is first and foremost an exercise in sensitivity, in uncluttered
perception. We hear this in the devoted, expectant warbling of ‘Geological Observations.’ Georis’s
airy arrangements tiptoe, sit back and finally hover, clearing the way for a kind of music that is more
channelled than it is conceived. As keyboards soar unburdened on lead single ‘Who Knows The
Path,’ its title rings at once as a question and an invocation.

No matter how trance-like, however, nothing about this is accidental. Relying on experimental delay
techniques Georis first perfected on his 2022 reinterpretation of Terry Riley’s A Rainbow in Curved Air,
as well as on tape loops developed together with tp Dutchkiss at Wiggle World studio in Los Angeles,
melody isn’t just suffused into Music Belongs To The Universe’s ambient soundscapes; rather, these
emanate out of long-hewn chord progressions as if in radiance.

Like a gymnopédie for the desert, the recordings on Music Belongs To The Universe flutter and
unfold, sunbleached; their arrangements, at once rapt and unobtrusive, attending to the massive
world around. As they cast off drama to make room for attunement, they remind us that, sometimes,
the most attentive kind of searching feels like letting go.

About Leaving Records:

Leaving Records is the brainchild of LA-based musician/producer Matthewdavid. In the years since its
inception in 2009 Leaving has evolved in to a universal home for artists at the vanguard of sonic
experimentation. This ethos is encapsulated in Leaving’s unofficial cri-de-coeur: “All Genre.” The
label’s formidable roster spans jazz, ambient, funk, hip-hop, neoclassical, folk, goth, new age, and
everything beyond and in-between.

Leaving Records is more than a record label. It is a community and an approach to promoting and
engaging with both live and recorded music, a fiercely artist-first enterprise, committed to dreaming
and establishing new models of financial solidarity between artists and enthusiasts.
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Leaving Records catalog releases include titles from Bauhaus, Julia Holter, Laraaji, Ana Roxanne,
Knxwledge, Arushi Jain, Sam Gendel, Green-House, Sam Wilkes, Green-House, Ras
G, Maral, Samiyam, Ami Dang, John Carroll Kirby, Sun Araw, Odd Nosdam, Matthewdavid, and many
more.


